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GROUND has been broken
at the site of a new hous-
ing development designed
to support independent liv-
ing for adults with physical
disabilities in Officer.

The twin residency
home at 24 Harvest Road
is due to become Cardinia
Shire’s fifth purpose-built
home for adults with “se-
vere and profound" physi-
cal disabilities.

The development would
include the living units
and a carer’s quarters. It
would also include tablet-
controlled technology for
features such as automated
doors, lighting and temper-
ature control.

EACH Infrastructure,
Housing and Strategic As-
sets director Lesley Tarves
said there was a “signifi-
cant need" for disability
housing in the Cardinia
area.

“With the overall lack
of disability housing, many
people with high support
needs are currently stuck in
aged care facilities or liv-
ing with their ageing par-
ents," Mr Tarves said.

“In the southern region
of Melbourne there is an
estimated requirement for
280 new places.

“Having an indepen-
dent living arrangement
has not been common and
will allow the tenants to
live as normally as possi-
ble, which is supported by
the very high level of tech-
nology being implemented
for each of the units."

Future resident Kira
Dixon attended the ground

breaking ceremony with
her family on Monday 23
May.

The 24-year-old said
she was excited about the
opportunity to live inde-
pendently.

“The unit’s design is
going to be accessible and
so much easier. Everything
is going to be levelled and
adapted to the specific
needs of my disability," Ms
Dixon said.

“The door frames will
be levelled with automated
opening doors to make it
more accessible to me so
that I can move around the
house with minimal effort
for me and not need as
much assistance from car-
ers.

“My neighbour and
I can also save on costs
too because our overnight
carer costs can be shared
between us.

“I'm just excited in
general to be living in-
dependently. I've always
lived with my parents and
never had the opportunity
to move out of home. It’s
a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity."

Cardinia Shire manager
of development and com-
pliance services Debbie
Tyson said the planning
application had received
13 objections regarding
concerns about the resi-
dents of the development,
decreased property value,
additional traffic and cov-
enant concerns but was ap-
proved at a council meet-
ing on 1 June last year.

The project was ex-
pected to be completed by
November.

Each CEO Peter Ruzyla, future resident Kira Dixon and builder John Pendavingh examine the development plan.
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Curtains, Blinds & Shutters

Direct from manufactuter compare our unbeatable prices on...

Call 9796 1101

to arrange a quotation from your local Blinds expert
or visit our showroom: 22-24 Intrepid St., Berwick.

“Our passiov is the

email: info@interluxdesign.com
www.interluxdesign.com

NOW IS THE TIME

FOR ADVENTURE WITH
DEMONSTRATOR DEALS ™™™

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY, GET EXCEPTIONAL OFFERS
ON ALL LAND ROVER DEMONSTRATOR* MODELS. BUT
THEY WON'T LAST LONG SO GET IN QUICK.

BERWICK LAND ROVER

Corner Princes Highway and Clyde Road Berwick.
To get in touch for Sales or Service call (03) 8726 1500.

berwicklandrover.com.au

*Applies to demonstrator vehicles ordered and delivered 1/4/16 — 31/5/16 at
participating dealers while stocks last. Land Rover Australia is a registered trading
name of Jaguar Land Rover Australia Pty Ltd. The registered trademarks and trading
name referred to above are operated and used under licence by St.George Bank — A
Division of Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian
credit licence 233714. LMCK32633 MCK33064 1226039-KC17-16
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